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IN THE CLAIMS: 



Please amend Claims 1-6, 10, 13-15, 27, 41, 65, and 66 as follows. 
Please add new Claim 67 as follows. 
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1. (Currently Amended) An information processing apparatus comprising: 
storage m e ans for storing data; and 
s e tting means for s e tting a timing f o r applying an e lectr o nic wat e rmark to the da t a 
wh e n storing t he data in said storag e means discrimination means for discriminating, when 
registering data, timing to apply electronic\watermark data, among processes regarding the data; 
and 

registration means for registering the data so that the electronic watermark is 
a pplied to the data at the timing discriminatedlbv said discrimination means . 



2. (Currently Amended) An inf< 



rmation processing apparatus according to claim 



wherein said s e tting means is ca > abl c o f s e tting a t l e as t a timing for transmit t ing 



said data stor e d in said st o rage m e ans, and a timing f o r st o ring said data in said storag e means 
discrimination means discriminates timing of Registering the data or timing after registering the 
data. 



3. (Currently Amended) Ap information processing apparatus according to claim 
1, wherein said setting means is capable pi s e tting at l e ast a timing for o utpu tt ing said da t a st o red 
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i n sa i d storag e m e ans, and a timing f W storing said data in said st o rag e m e ans discrimination 
means discriminates one of timing of registering the data, timing of sending the registered data, 
or timing of printing the registered data J 

4. (Currently Amended) Aiiinformation processing apparatus according to claim 
3. wh e rein said data is outputted aft e r an 1, mirther comprising output means for outputting the 
data after the electronic watermark has been removed from for said data. 



5. (Currently Amended) An information processing apparatus according to claim 
4 1, further comprising: 

display means for pr o viding a display of said data, wh e r e in said display means 



displays sa i d da t a to which an e l e c t ronic watc r jnark is applied print means for printing the data 
after the electronic watermark has been removed from the data, and 



display means for displaying data which the electronic watermark is applied to . 



6. (Currently Amended) An information processing apparatus according to claim 
3, wherein said data is outputt e d by using an o utput devic e t ha t is capable of communicating wi t h 
said inf o rmation processing appa r atus timing of printing the data is for sending the data to a 
printer . 



7. (Previously Presented) An information processing apparatus according to 
claim 6, wherein the electronic watenfiark is removed from said data by said output device. 
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8. (Original) An information processing apparatus according to claim 6, wherein, 
when the output of said data is completed, sa[jd output device deletes data received from said 
information processing apparatus. 



9. (Original) An information processing apparatus according to claim 6, wherein, 



during the data output process, said output device does not halt said data output process even 



upon receiving of a halting instruction. 0^1 



10. (Currently Amended) An information processing apparatus according to 

claim 1, wherein said s e tting means is capable of designating on e of a phualily of electronic 

wat e rmarking methods discrimination means furtlier discriminates a method of applying an 

(i 

electronic watermarking method among pluralitviof electronic watermarking methods . 



11. (Original) An information processing apparatus according to claim 10, 
wherein said plurality of electronic watermarkin'g methods include at the least a first method for 
employing an electronic watermark as visible information, and a second method for employing 
an electronic watermark as invisible information. 

12. (Original) An information processing apparatus according to claim 10, 
wherein said plurality of electronic watemiarking methods include at the least a third method for 
employing an electronic watermark as Removable information, and a fourth method for 
employing an electronic watermark as unremovable information. 
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13. (Currently Amended) An information processing apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein said setting m e ans is capabl e of d e signating watermark information that is t o b e 
appli e d t o said data by said e lectronic watermarking m e ans, and 

wh e r e in said e l e ctronic watermarking means applies, to said data, said watermark 
i nformati o n d e signated by said setting means discrimination means further discriminates 
electronic watermark information to be applied to the data . 



14. (Currently Amended) Ah information processing apparatus according to 

rrt- means for managing said watermark inf o rmation 



claim 13, further comprising: management 
d e signat e d by said setting means, 

wher e in said electronic watermarking means is capable of employing a plurality 
of electronic wat e rmarking m e thods, and 

wh e rein said manag e m e nt/m e ans e mploys a common form to manage said 
wdt e imark information, regardless of wh e ther said watermark information has a diffcicnt form L 
further comprising management means^for managing the timing discriminated by said 



/ 



discrimination means for each registered data . 



/ 

15. (Currently Amended) An information processing system having a plurality of 



information processing devices, Comprising: 

storag e m e ans ftft storing data; and 
setting means f c jr setting a timing for applying an el e ctronic watermark to th e data 



when st o ring the data in said storage means discrimination means for discriminating, when 



registering data in a predetenraned information processing device, timing to apply electronic 
watermark data, among processes regarding the data; and 

registration mearra for registering the data so that the electronic watermark is 
applied to the data at the timing cfascriminated by said discrimination means . 

16.-26. (Canceled) 

27. (Currently Amendeq^ A control method for an information processing 
apparatus comprising: 

a registration st e p of r e gistering da t a in a memory; and 

a se t ting step o f setting a timing fo r applying an electronic watermark t o the data 
wh e n reg i st e ring the data in said r e gis t ration step a discrimination step of discriminating, when 
registering data, timing to apply electronic \ r atermark data, among processes regarding the data; 



and 



applied to the data at the timing discriminate 



a registration step of registeri ig the data so that the electronic watermark is 



in said discrimination step . 



28. - 40. (Canceled) 



AO 



41. (Currently Amended) A control method for a system having a plurality of 





information processing devices, sJid con t rol m e thod comprising: 

1 

a r e gistration step ot regis t ering data in a memory; and 



\ 



a setting step o f setting a timing f o r applying an el e ctronic wa te rmark t o the data 
when reg i stering t he data in said r e gistration step a discrimination step of discriminating, when 
registering data in a predetermined information processing device, timing to apply electronic 
watermark data, among processes regarding the data; and 

a registration step of registering the data so that the electronic watermark is 

i 

applied to the data at the timing discriminated in said discrimination step . 



42. - 64. (Canceled) 
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65. (Currently Amended) 



storag e means for storing dak: 



e lec t ronic watermarking means for applying an electronic wat e rmark to said data; 



communication means for t ransmitting said data; and 



setting m e ans for designa t ing 



said data among a plurality of t imings until 



information processing apparatus comprising: 



a timing for applying an electronic watermark to 



th e data is transmitt e d by said communication means 



discrimination means for discriminating, when registering data, a timing process 
to apply electronic watermark data among timing of registering the data and timing of sending 
the registered data; and 

registration means for registering the data so that the electronic watermark is 
applied to the data before registering tme data or upon sending the data in accordance with the 



discrimination by said discrimination means . 



\ 
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66. (Currently Amended) A system having a plurality of information processing 
devices, comprising: 

s t orag e means for st o rinfc data; 
e l e ctronic watermarking means for applying an electronic watermark to said data; 
communication m e ans fob t ransmitting said data; and 

s e tting means for d e signating a timing for applying an el e ctronic watermark to 



said data among a plurality of timings until the data is transmitt e d by said communication means 
discrimination means for discriminating, when registering data in a predetermined 



information processing device, a timing process to apply electronic watermark data among 



timing of registering the data and timing o 



registration means for regis 



sending the registered data; and 



ering the data so that the electronic watermark is 



applied to the data before registering the data or upon sending the data in accordance with the 



discrimination by said discrimination means . 



^ (New) An information processing apparatus comprising: 

f registration means for executing a process of registering data; and 

instruction means for instructing timing of applying an electronic watermark to 
the data among processes regarding the data. 



